




















Jean-Baptiste
& Marina Mugarura

holly culhane

and family
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Jean Baptiste writes to friends...

“We thank God for the attitude
of people here in Bakersfield.
Their hospitality is awesome.
Even those who do not know us,
or even know why we are in
Bakersfield are so good

and loving.”

welcome.

tony castro

My wife Carole and | serve as greeters for our weekend services. | enjoy
interacting with the people we greet. Their comments convince me that a
handshake, a friendly smile and a greeting letting them know that we are
glad to see them, helps to shape their preparation for worship. Those who
are entering with a burden or problem, may sense some relief with a proper

Let me introduce you to an amazing man. His name is Jean-
Baptiste Mugarura, and he is the Director of Youth for Christ
in Rwanda, East Africa. He has an amazing story of survival
from the genocide that took place there 15 years ago, and
has poured himself out relentlessly in the most difficult of cir-
cumstances.

Jean-Baptiste and his wife, Marina, along with their three
children, arrived in the US just a few weeks ago in hope of
getting cancer treatment for Marina who has been diagnosed
with breast cancer.

When it was confirmed that the Mugaruras were coming to
Bakersfield, | thought that LBC could possibly provide a home
for them. And we did! One of the condos that was purchased
on Barrington was available for them to use. The word got
out that they needed furniture and sheets and kitchen uten-
sils..and so much more. In a matter of days, the LBC family
came together and the condo was completely outfitted and
ready for the Mugaruras’ arrival.

How exciting it was to bring them to their new home.
They were speechless and, at times, overcome with
emotion as they saw all that had been provided for
them...even down to sippy cups! Their four-year old just
kept running from room to room, pulling my hand and say-
ing, “Come.” Then, as we stopped in her room, she touched
everything and said, “This is for me?” And | would say, “Yes,
this is for you!” When Marina saw that there were diapers
already there for her to use, she couldn’t believe it. When |
explained that one of the ladies had thought of her lying in
bed after surgery and put a TV there to entertain her, she
grabbed her chest and wept. When they saw the food in the
cupboards, the African touch that was placed in their home,
and their family picture on the mantel..they were speechless!
When Jean-Baptiste saw the “Welcome to Bakersfield” sign
on Highway 99, and | said to all of them, “Welcome to Ba-
kersfield, his response was a resounding, "PRAISE GOD
FOR BAKERSFIELD!”

| believe that we must extend our greeting beyond a simple hand-
shake. We are part of a family and we need to let them know how
good it is to see them again. And, we love to “say hello “ to the children.

We are the first line of contact for the church and we hope we can make a
big difference in the attitude that each person carries into the sanctuary.

Do you have a story that you would like to share? Let’s keep this conversation going!
Email Greg Baker at greg.baker@laurelglenbible.org to let us know what God is doing
in your life! We're sure your story will be a great encouragement!
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August 29, 30| “Thriving Together” theme in all services

September 5, 6 | New Children’s Classes begin

Week of September 14 | Small Groups & Women'’s Bible Studies begin
September 20 | Celebrating Roger & Naomi Poppen at Centennial High School
October 17, 18 | Market of Hope

October 31 | Ashe Bashe

November 28, 29 | Advent Conspiracy begins

December 12, 13 | Christmas Musical

December 24 | Christmas Eve Services, 3:00, 4:30, 6:00 p.m.

January 30 | Recovering from Loss, Crisis & Trauma with Dr. H. Norman Wright
February 20-28 | Global Missions Focus

April 1 | Good Friday Service

April 3 | Easter Services

All staff members may be contacted by phone at 833-2800.

Worship Ministries | Greg Baker | greg.baker@laurelglenbible.org

Worship Ministries | Michael Sampley | sampley@lightspeed.net

Care Ministries | Tim Hardy | tim.hardy@laurelglenbible.org

Global Missions | Phil Stangland | phil.stangland@laurelglenbible.org
Community Connections | Grace Cabalka | grace.cabalka@laurelglenbible.org
Small Groups | Fred Ramirez | fundraisingfred@yahoo.com

Deaf Ministries | Jeff Jackson | jeff.jackson@laurelglenbible.org

High School Ministries | Eric Burns | eric.burns@laurelglenbible.org

Junior High Ministries | Josh Pearsey | josh.pearsey@laurelglenbible.org

Early Childhood | Jeannette Appleton | jeannette.appleton@aurelglenbible.org
Elementary Children | Jenny Crossman | jenny.crossman@laurelglenbible.org
Men’s Ministries | Samer Qsar | samergsar@yahoo.com

Women's Ministries | Pam Carr | pam.carr@laurelglenbible.org

Women'’s Minisfries | Annah Chapman | annah.chapman@laurelglenbible.org
Audio Visual | Herb Smith | herb.smith@laurelglenbible.org

Need to know the who’s and what's and where’s?
Go to www.laurelglenbible.org

or call the church office
and talk to Judy or Abby at 833-2800.
They'll be happy to answer all your questions!!

judy kurtz

abby bernal
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